























on January 1, 1994 creating the world’s largest free trade agreement. Pertinent surface
transportation provisions of the NAFTA include harmonization of truck size and weight
limits. The US has the lowest axle and gross weight restrictions. Even though the
harmonization efforts are on going, the impacts are being felt. For example, Eriksen et al
{1996) noted that trade among the NAFTA partners increased by 17.2% between 1993 and
1994. Within the same period, trade between US and Canada accounts for 70% of the
NAFTA trade, between Mexico and the US is 28.9% and between Mexico and Canada is
1.1% in 1994. Kingham (1996) also observed that while trade between Canada and the US
remained relatively stable, trade has increased significantly between Mexico and the other
partners. There is increased truck activity in the region e.g., 81% of the Doliar value of
goods are moved by trucks. About 66% of Mexico’s exports to Canada and 45% of
Canada’s export to Mexico are moved by trucks.

8.6 CONCLUDING REMARKS

Cross-border trucking in Africa seems to be dominated by transit movements to landlocked
countries. Having identified some possible options for consideration from the technical
standpoint, the next step is to seek options for institutiona! motivation. The issue is not
only complex but also sensitive in many respects and requires a lot of effort, compromise
and trade-off to achieve a desired level of acceptability. Complete harmony is not possible
because of the high degree of diversity in the variables to be considered. It is also a long
process but the benefits are worthwhile.

Technical harmonization may seem less complex in the African context because all vehicles
are imported therefore issues relating to vehicle design are not relevant. However, the
process of technical harmonization may require prescription of acceptable characteristics of
imported freight vehicles that may be permitted to operate in the region.
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